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MIGRATION OP THE SALMON. 



The wonderful instinct implanted in migratory animals, by 
which they are able to return to their native haunts, is well 
known to naturalists, and unfolds a wonderful instance of the 
design and wisdom of the great Creator. Sir Humphrey 
Davy in his instructive little book, Salmonia, says " that it 
is s«arcely possible to doubt, that the varieties of the salmon, 
which haunt the sea, come to the same river to breed in 
which they were born, or where they have spawned before." 
A remarkable experiment, proving this singular fact, was made 
some years ago in the little river Ballinahinch, in Conne- 
mara, by Thomas Martin, Esq. Eighteen salmon which were 
taken'on their passage to the sea, were marked and thrown 
back into the river, and of these, seventeen were taken in the 
year following. 



The characteristic peculi.-mties by which the salmon of one 
river are distinguished from those of every -other, seem attri- 
butable to this instinctive principle. The instincts of fishes 
however, appear to be no moi? infallible than the reasoning 
powers of man — each may be led into error by fortuitous cir- 
cumstances. The philosophical angler above quoted, remarked 
that " in great floods, often connected with storms, or violent 
motion near the shores_'salmon sometimes mistake their river." 
I remember (he adds) ' in this' way, owing to a tremendous 
flood, catching with a fly a large salmon that had mistaken 
his river, having come into the Bush, near the Giant's Cause- 
way, instead of the Bann. No fish can be more distinct in 
the same species than the iish of these two rivers, their length 
to their girth being nearly a ratio of 20 : 6, and 20 : 13." 




New Church of KiUtenian, County of Dublin, 



NEW CHURCH OF KILLTERNAN, 

COUNTY OF DUBLIN. 

In the prefixed engraving we present our readers with a 
view of another of the new churches, erected within a few 
years in the County of Dublin. Its style is the same new 
and fantastic Gothic observable in all those structures, but 
as its pretentions are less, its faults are possibly fewer, and, in 
its general form, it is an appropriate as well as pleasing fea- 
ture in the quiet and romantic scenery in which it is situated. 
It has a stone roof, and is built entirely of the granite of the 



district, a beautiful material, the value of which has been 
only recently appreciated. 

Killternan, or properly Kill-Tiernan, the church of Tier- 
nan, is a very ancient parish, and its original church, a small 
but picturesque ruin of the earliest christian times, still exists, 
and is situated about a quarter of a mile from the new 
edifice. The parish is at present a vicarage in the diocese of 
Dublin, and is now united to the old parish of Kilgobbin, 
which was latterly a curacy, and in which the church, which 
till lately served for both, was situated. It was taken down 
on the erection of the present building. G. 



